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**Attendance Matters** Every day of school counts! Children should attend school every day unless they are unwell or
there are exceptional circumstances. Poor attendance can significantly affect a child's learning and development, making it
harder for them to catch up academically and socially. Missing just one day a week means a child loses 20% of their
learning time over the school year. Please ensure your child attends school regularly to give them the best chance of
success. **Punctuality is Key** Being on time is just as important as attendance. School starts at 08:45, and children should
be in class by this time. Arriving late disrupts their learning and the class environment. If a child arrives after 09:15, they
receive an absence mark for the morning session, which affects their attendance record. 

**Keeping Children Safe Online** As technology becomes a bigger part of our children's lives, it’s essential to ensure their
online safety. Please monitor their internet use and talk to them about staying safe online. For guidance, visit the following
websites: ThinkUKnow – Advice on online safety for parents and children / Internet Matters – Resources to support families
with safe internet use / NSPCC Online Safety – Tips for setting up parental controls and having open conversations.

**Goodbye and Hello** We say a heartfelt goodbye to Mrs. Samuels, who leaves 
us on Wednesday, 18th December. Mrs. Samuels has been a valued member of 
our school community, and we thank her for everything she has done for the 
children and staff. We will miss her greatly and hope she keeps in touch.
In the new year, we look forward to welcoming Mrs. Harvey to our team. 
I’m confident she will bring her energy and expertise to our school, and I know 
you will join me in making her feel welcome.

**End of Term Reminder** Please remember that children break up for the 
holidays on Wednesday, 18th December, at the earlier time of 13:30. There will 
be no newsletter next week due to the short school week.

Thank you for your continued support this term. Wishing you all a restful and 
joyous holiday break. We will see you on the 6th Jan! Mr O’Shea :) 

School Christmas Lunch - 17th Dec

PTA Elf Visit into school - 17th Dec
Surprise on the KS1 Playground - 18th

Dec @ 13:30End of Autumn Term - 18th Dec @
13:30
Children return to school for Spring

One - 6th Jan 2025 @ 08:35
Final Reception 2025 School Tour -

7th Jan @ 11:00PSHE Life Space workshops in school

- 16th & 17th JanNational Story Telling Week - W/B

27th JanSafer Internet Day - 11th Feb

Join us www.crawleyridge.co.uk

A message from our Assistant Headteacher Miss Saunders

Issue 14Friday 13th December 2024

I definitely will have recommended this
one before, but after Reception's

gorgeous performance this week, I
couldn't not recommend it again. It is the
Jolly Christmas Postman by Allen and
Janet Ahlberg. This book is an absolute

delight and has many interactive
features for children to get stuck into. 

Click here to thank a
member of staff

When the form opens, you might
need to scroll down on the form to

see the submit button! 
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Christmas @ CRI...
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Our week started with lots of practice of our Christmas performance, followed by watching the Year 1 children's Christmas signing.
On Tuesday the children did a brilliant job of performing their play, remembering their lines, when to stand up and sing the songs!
We are very proud of them all. 
We have had many visits from the elf this week, particularly on Thursday morning where the children came into school to find all
their toys had been taken! The Elves were not impressed by how many toys had been broken and not used properly over the past
few weeks. The children did a great job of earning some of their toys back.
In phonics we have been practising sounding out CVC words to support recording them as well as listening to different sounds and
naming them. 
Our book of the week has been 'The Elves and the Shoemaker' where we have listened to many different versions. We have had
our own workshops, making Christmas decorations, coloured and stuck an elf back together again and designed new shoes. 

www.crawleyridge.co.uk

This week in early years, we have...

N
U
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This week we have fully stepped in to Christmas! We have enjoyed lots of Christmas crafts, like making reindeer antlers and
decorating our own stockings. 
We have talked during circle time about things we do at home with our families at Christmas time, written cards to friends (and
Father Christmas of course!) and the children have created their own Christmas lists, cutting and sticking toys from catalogues.
We even had a go at wrapping presents in the ‘wrapping station’ and enjoyed role play with these.  
We hope you enjoyed our Christmas sing-along on Wednesday – didn't the children do well?! 
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This week in KS1 we have...

WOW, WOW, WOW, what a week it has been! Rehearsals for our carol concert were ramped up to the max at the start of the week,
culminating in a practice run to Reception on Tuesday afternoon, before our big performance to the parents on Wednesday
afternoon at St Paul’s. And can we just say- weren’t your children amazing! They walked down from school to the church brilliantly,
managed themselves amazingly in a very different setting for their performance and then, once we were all done, walked back to
school without a moan or complaint. FABULOUS!!!! You were a credit to our school Year 1, so thank you on behalf of your grown-ups. 
Learning wise we have had a week of finishing off and bringing topics to an end. In our writing we have been enjoying an old
favourite- Stickman by Julia Donaldson. We have revisited the story and learnt about speech marks so that we could write about
how Stickman feels about being used as a bat or a bow. In computing we discussed what debugging is and how it can help solve a
problem with a device or computer when the algorithm goes wrong. In science we were finishing off our learning about the seasons,
exploring animals that migrate for the winter, as well as learning about those creatures that hibernate in the winter months. Finally, in
RE we explored how the story of the Nativity is celebrated and represented in art in different countries around the world. 
Have a restful weekend ready for a busy few days to end our first term in Year 1 next week. The Year 1 Team 

What an incredibly busy week we have had! Firstly, we would like to say well done to all the children for the effort they put into
learning the words and songs for our Christmas play. Aside from practising for the play the children have also been very busy in
English. This week the children have been writing their own versions of the story The Snowman by Raymond Briggs. The children
did an excellent job using adjectives and adverbs in their writing, as well as using interesting verb choices. In history we have been
looking at the consequences of the Great Fire of London. In art we have finished painting our clay cups using bright, bold colours.
They look absolutely amazing. In science the children had a brilliant time investigating the effects of different forces on different
materials. The children tried to bend, twist, stretch and squash different materials to see if they would change shape. In R.E. the
children have been learning about giving and thinking of ways we can give to others.    
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Class name Child’s name Comment

Diamond Rory For amazing concentration and focus during carpet sessions. 

Ruby Noah For listening and following instructions so well in class last week. 

Topaz Bella For fabulous Traction Man writing. 

Amethyst Erin For her fabulous writing this week! 

Emerald Angelica For super effort and making great contributions to discussions. 

Sapphire Freya For making huge progress in her independent writing. 
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Nurture Hub & Golden Acorns

Dear Parents,
This week in the Nurture Hub groups, we wrapped up our festive decorations by creating glittery

Christmas trees. It has been wonderful hearing about everyone's Christmas plans and sharing in the
excitement of the season.

During our Time to Talk sessions, we engaged in a fun "eating out" role-play activity. The children
practiced important social skills such as greeting others, making eye contact, taking turns in conversation,

and asking and answering questions appropriately. These skills are vital in building confidence and
effective communication.

We look forward to more engaging activities in the coming weeks, and we are excited to welcome some
new faces in the Spring Term!

GOLDEN LEAVESGOLDEN LEAVES

OVERALL WINNING CLASS: OVERALL WINNING CLASS: 
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Join us for our first PTA meeting of the New Year
on 

Monday 13th January at 20:00

If you can't attend the meeting but have a
fundraising idea to share please email us

pta@cri.tamat.org.uk 
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PTA

You might be interested in...
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WE ARE ON SOCIALWE ARE ON SOCIALWE ARE ON SOCIAL
MEDIAMEDIAMEDIA

We have a school Facebook and X (Twitter) account.
These accounts will post regular updates. Updates

will include photos and videos, events and
reminders. Children with current school photo

permission will be included on these platforms. 

Click above, to follow us on X (Twitter) 
Our username is @Crawleyridge1

On Facebook, type Crawley Ridge
Infant School into the search bar
until you see our page and logo. 

Press the
logo or

scan the
QR code

with your
phone’s

camera to
join! 
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