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(Sequence and Structure)
Implementation
Reading forms a vital part of learning across the curriculum, as a means of facilitating learning – children learn to read in order to gain information and to follow instructions as well as reading for pleasure. Reading encompasses word-reading skills as well as comprehension. We use a systematic synthetics phonic programme (Essential Letters and Sounds – ELS) to teach reading. Early in their Reception Year, children develop their listening skills by listening to sounds the environment around them and they learn to hear and recognise the sounds that make up words (phonemes). They learn to recognise and read the corresponding graphemes which represent the sounds they hear. They develop their knowledge of grapheme-phoneme correspondence (GPC) as they learn an increasing range of sounds and they learn how to blend those sounds together to read words and then sentences. As their skills develop, they become more aware of the meaning of the words they read. Children are encouraged to discuss the text they read and to ask and answer questions. As they become more proficient, they study texts in greater detail, focusing on characters and plot, as well as organisational features of non-fiction texts. Children read a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry. They learn to read first with an adult, gradually gaining greater independence by the end of Key Stage 1. They read in school and also take home books to practise their skills at home. They listen to stories being read to them and have access to a wide range of books (in class, in our school library and even outdoors) for information and pleasure. 
	
	Year R
	Year 1
	Year 2

	
	The “Essential Letters and Sounds” Programme forms the basis of the teaching lof reading. Children move through the Phases in their Reception Year and Year 1 so that by the time they are in Year 2 they are able to tackle a range of more complex texts and they focus on developing more complex comprehension skills.

	Word-reading
	Phase 1 – children listen to sounds in the environment and they develop their awareness of sounds all around them. They listen and join in with songs and poems which may include rhyme, rhythm and alliteration and which may be repeated multiple times. 

Oral blending and segmenting (where children hear the sounds in words and blend them together.

Phase 2 – Early in their Reception Year, children are introduced to phonemes and their corresponding graphemes, following the ELS Programme. They listen to and repeat sounds and learn how these are represented as letters. 

Once they know a range of basic graphemes, they learn to blend them together to read CVC words.

Phase 3 - They develop their skills, progressing through the ELS programme, so that by the end of their Reception Year, they know all Phase 2 and 3 graphemes and can blend ccvc and cvcc words.

In addition, they learn to read a range of “Harder to Read & Spell” words (words which are not easily decodable) - also known as “Common Exception Words” in the National Curriculum for KS1.

Phase 4 - In the summer term children practice blending (& segmenting for spelling) and they begin to learn new Phase 5 graphemes in the second half of summer term.
	At the start of Year 1, children should know the Phase 2 and Phase 3 phonemes and one grapheme to represent each and be proficient in blending the phonemes they have been taught (Phase 4).
They will also know some new phonemes from Phase 5.

They continue through Phase 5 in the Autumn and Spring Terms, including alternative graphemes for known phonemes and alternative phonemes for some graphemes.

The continue to learn a range of “Harder to Read & Spell” (HRS) words, according to the ELS scheme, which also reflects the list of Year 1 Common Exception Words in the National Curriculum Appendix 1. 

They read decodable books which are closely matched to their ability in phonics, which they take home and they take part in whole class guided reading lessons with their teacher.
	By the time children join Year 2 they are proficient in recognising all graphemes from Phase 2, 3 and 5 and in blending them to read words and sentences. 

They develop fluency and pace through regular practice and are encouraged to take note of punctuation to “phrase” their reading, which in turn supports their overall understanding. 

They develop their comprehension skills through discussion and questioning, looking at both literal meanings as well as inferred meanings. 

They progress through the book bands, tackling more complex texts, ensuing a balance of fiction, non-fiction, poetry and playscripts. 

Children learn to recognise on sight an increasing range of Common Exception words (NC Appendix 2)

They progress through the book bands, tackling more complex texts, ensuing a balance of fiction, non-fiction, poetry and playscripts. 




	Comprehension
	Children are surrounded by print in the classroom (captions, labels, books etc).

Books are read to them, both as a stimulus for other learning as well as purely for pleasure. They are encouraged to join in with key phrases and to discuss the books that are read to them. 

	During whole class guided reading sessions, children will discuss texts with their teacher, who will ensure children’s understanding of what they read. 

Children take decodable books home to practice, and again, adults who read with them should take time to discuss the pictures and text to ensure good understanding. 
	They develop their comprehension skills through discussion and questioning, looking at both literal meanings as well as inferred meanings.

Children in Year 2 will also have regular experience of written comprehension exercises. 




	
	Children in all year groups are exposed to a huge range of texts throughout their time in school, through daily reading of a “Book of the Day”, reading from class libraries and regular visits to our school library. We have an outdoor library where children can enjoy looking at books outdoors during their playtimes too. 

	Key vocabulary
	Sound, letter, tricky word, phoneme, grapheme, digraph, pencil, write, 
	Grapheme, phoneme, digraph, trigraph, split digraph, alternative tricky word, common exception word, capital letter, full stop, question mark, noun, verb, adjective, word, sentence
	Grapheme, phoneme, digraph, trigraph, split-digraph, common exception word, capital letter, full stop, question mark, exclamation mark, noun, verb, adjective, adverb, conjunction, noun phrase, simile, comma, word, sentence, statement, command, question, exclamation, paragraph
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